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Casa Asia is Spain's gateway to Asia and the Pacific. It is a consortium made up of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation, the Autonomous Government of Catalonia, Barcelona City Council and Madrid City Council, and its aims include those
of enhancing mutual awareness between the societies of Asia, the Pacific and Spain, working towards common goals and facilitating
interchanges of culture, ideas and projects of mutual interest. Casa Asia was incorporated in Barcelona on 9 November 2001 and
reflects the objectives established in the Spanish Government's 2000-2002 Asia-Pacific Framework Plan. On 16 June 2003, Casa Asia
inaugurated its headquarters in the Palau Bar6 de Quadras in Barcelona, in a ceremony presided over by HRH the Prince of Asturias.

Madrid City Council joined the consortium in 2006 and a centre was inaugurated in the Palacio de Miraflores in Madrid in 2007.

Casa Asia has entered into collaboration agreements with more
than a hundred institutions and bodies and is a Trustee of the
Spain-Japan Council Foundation and the Forum on Spain and
China. The Casa Asia consortium is governed by a High Board
of Trustees, under the Presidency of Their Majesties, the King

and Queen of Spain.

L “mb: J am‘g“,l‘_!‘ ‘ y t \

IHOUNAH suodxa y ——— . eAunjeieg op
& ANOS % )‘ AItAVIN eveds3 . “ jaravw! @ “eieisues

1s98)8N1| IO pIROg {BISY BSED) WNILOSUOD)

€€€089€ €64
0T £0 89€ €6
9€ 80 89€ €61
EUOISDJEQ 80080
€/€ ‘feuoseiq ny

€L 6Ty 164
0019 68€ 16:L

PUPBIN 108C
G| ‘OWIUQUS[ UBS Sp BJIIIED)

es'zs @ A

11'0z'sL € .
s‘0sL @ 61 @
LON ‘21vL ‘oY ‘202 ‘2 ‘9vL ‘L @) 9N Lt ‘st ‘6€ ‘0z 1 @)
6 @ ve‘ee’si'o1 @
6°e5°25°15°5°02'05L ‘SL Q) yN ‘82 vz 'z21 Q)
0]|9SS0Y< UX3
g1'e
LIT[LEL Jeuobeiq

eun|] ap Jeboy
n
sie|) ned

eduanoid

.
~

/e
Q
)

?
®

'
=

4

oljessoy

4

ﬁ
e @[B e ' eloeln ap Blassed

a

| sajie)

ebosio) ueop

elsmgi

ap 1UB1i0)

1snby e

9-06 elueil
BS8J9) p)(jp

I

T

o

/|

e
niids3 sopeajes
op suipier

\ “CasaAsia ... this
- sunique European
Ih Stituti O n ”Asia-Europe Foundation, ASEF




CASA ASIA

Casa Asia has its headquarters in the Palau
Baré de Quadras, in the centre of Barcelona.
Among other facilities, the headquarters
houses a Media Library, a multimedia infor-
mation and documentation centre speciali-
zing in the Asia-Pacific region which contains
10,000 publications, a newspaper and pe-
riodicals library, video collections and the
Alain Daniélou collection of musical recor-
dings. There is also a Business Centre at
the service of the business community; an
Art Gallery, where exhibitions of Asian art
are held; the Tagore Auditorium for seminars
and conferences; the InfoAsia information
centre; halls for public and private events,
classrooms for workshops and Asian lan-
guage courses; and the Azafran
Bar/Restaurant. The Casa Asia centre in
Madrid is located in the Palacio de Miraflores,
Carrera de San Jerénimo, number 15. The
centre has a Media Library, an Auditorium,
an Exhibition Gallery and the Confucius
Institute classrooms for Chinese language
classes. Casa Asia is present in most auto-
nomous communities of Spain through its
programme of activities. The recently opened
Madrid centre is an example of Casa Asia's
aim of projecting an Asian dimension to the
rest of Spain, as it hopes to do soon in
Galicia, the Basque Country and Valencia.

The Politics and Society Department pro-
grammes its activities throughout the year
following two fundamental criteria. First, to
include as many Asian countries and topics
as possible and, second, to keep closely
abreast of current events in the Asia-Pacific
region. The Asia Tribune is the framework
for conferences on current affairs associated
with Asia, in which special attention is paid
to the leading political, social and cultural
issues. The Asia Tribune continues to be a
forum for Asian celebrities and specialists
who visit Casa Asia. Those participating to
date include: Jose Ramos Horta, Azar Nafisi,
Mahatir Bin Mohamad, Fidel Ramos, Vikram
Seth, Toyo Ito, Kenzaburu O¢, Bibi Russell,
Shirin Ebadi, Lee Kuan Yew, Goh Chok
Tong, Mukhtar Mai, Gurcharan Das, Hong
Koo Lee, Gao Xinjian, Shashi Taroor, Dai
Sijie, Xinran Xue, Mo Yan, among others.

Casa Asia's Economy Department carries
out approximately one hundred training
and informative activities every year, inclu-
ding seminars, conferences and courses,
and has also published studies, built da-
tabases, issued reports and participated
in strategic projects. The most emblematic
programme of this department is the Asia
Forum, a forum that analyses the economic
situation in Asia and the strategic challen-
ges facing Spanish companies when set-
ting up business on the Asian markets.
The forum is attended by a wide range of
businesspeople and enjoys the participa-
tion of renowned experts from Asia and
Europe. The Economy Department’s pro-
jects include the organisation of the pro-
grammes Asia Innov@ and GovernAsia,
with courses on business in Asian countries
such Japan, China and India. It has also
published a study on Spanish businesses
in Asia and another on Spanish business
in light of the challenge from India. In 2008,
Casa Asia was the host of the Global China
Business Meeting, which brought the pre-
sidents and managing directors of the main
Chinese and international companies to-
gether in Barcelona. Moreover, this depar-
tment, in collaboration with Casa Africa
and AECID, started up more than a year
ago a joint project on microfinancing whose
result is compiled in a publication.

Casa Asia has implemented a model of
cultural and artistic programmes with the
aim of converting Spain into a cultural
meeting point between Asia and Europe.
It has an exhibition programme for exhibits
of classical and contemporary Spanish
and Asian art with the Asia-Pacific region
as its subject. Casa Asia has also contri-
buted towards the promotion of Asian films
through weekly sessions held at its head-
quarters, as well as by collaborating with
the Barcelona Asian Film Festival (BAFF),
the International Film Festival of Catalonia
and the Video Art Festival LOOP. One of
Casa Asia’s very successful creations is
the Asia Festival, a multidisciplinary festival
designed to increase the Spanish public's
awareness of the cultural and artistic di-
versity of Asian and Pacific countries. Every
year, the festival gathers together more
than one hundred Asian artists who take
part in art, dance, theatre and music
events, which are complemented by wor-
kshops, demonstrations, film cycles, games
and leisure activities and Asian cuisine.

Casa Asia promotes programmes on the
Pacific basin together with Ibero-America,
particularly with the Latin American coun-
tries belonging to APEC (Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation). Between 2001 and
2006, Casa Asia and Casa de América
were instrumental in organising triangular
Spain-Europe/Latin America/Asia-Pacific
conferences. As a result of this triangular
experience and with the aim of extending
and giving renewed impetus to this progra-
mme, the Ibero-American - Asia-Pacific
Observatory was set up in June 2006. Itis
a digital platform (www.iberoasia.org) at
the service of the Ibero-American commu-
nity, with the aim of enhancing relations
and the interchange of information about
the Asia-Pacific area. And one of the
institution’s latest initiatives is the Obser-
vatory of Central Asia (www.asiacentral.es),
which was started up in 2008 and created
by Casa Asia, the CIDOB Foundation and
The Real Instituto Elcano with the objective
to become a reference digital platform on
Central Asia in Spain, as well as a perma-
nent framework for research, discussion
and specialization in the Region.

During the 2002-2003 academic year,
Casa Asia launched its School of Bamboo,
an intercultural educational programme
for schools. This pioneering project in
Spain organises workshops on a variety
of themes associated with Asia. Another
major Casa Asia undertaking in the field
of education is its Orient School, a meeting
point where young people from Spain and
Asian countries get together to discuss
current events. It also holds courses and
workshops on Asian languages and disci-
plines. At university level, the Education
Department made a clear contribution
towards starting up the first degrees in
Asian Studies at Spanish universities du-
ring the 2002-2003 academic year.

Casa Asia is a driving force behind the
organisation of tribunes between Spain and
Asian countries, with the aim of strengthe-
ning bilateral relations in cultural, economic
and academic areas as well as in terms of
cooperation. Tribunes have been held to
date with India, the Philippines and South
Korea, with the participation in each case
of representatives from civil society and the
public administration of both countries.

East-West Dialogue, the roots of which are
found in the United Nations resolution to
promote Dialogue among Civilisations, is
a forum for discussion and analysis of the
role of exchange between Eastern and
Western civilisations. The first edition was
held in Barcelona within the framework of
the Universal Forum of Cultures - Barcelona
2004. Leading participants since then in-
clude Shirin Ebadi, 2003 Nobel Peace
Prizewinner, Mahathir Bin Mohamad, for-
mer Prime Minister of Malaysia, William
Perry, former U.S. Defense Secretary, Goh
Chok Ton, Senior Minister of Singapore,
Ricardo Lagos, former President of Chile,
and the Philosopher Sami Nair. East-West
Dialogue is the fruit of active collaboration
between Casa Asia and institutions such
as Barcelona City Council, UNESCO, the
Club of Madrid, the CIDOB Foundation, “la
Caixa”, the Foundation Three Cultures of
the Mediterranean and the United Nations
Association in Spain (ANUE). They all
share the goal of identifying clear-cut solu-
tions and more effective means of coope-
ration to enhance relations between East
and West.

Casa Asia awards an annual prize to indi-
viduals, institutions and bodies that have
made an exceptional contribution, through
their projects or actions, towards improving
awareness, dialogue and relations between
Asia, the Pacific and Spain. Prizes have
been awarded in the different editions to
Professor Raimon Pannikar, the Spanish
Department of the University of Beijing and
the CEIBS of Shanghai (2004); Mukhtar
Mai of Pakistan, journalist Rosa Maria Calaf
and the Spanish Development NGO Coor-
dinator (2005); the SUMA Collection of
Spanish Art at the Nagasaki Prefectural
Art Museum and the Marugame Hirai Mu-
seum of Japan (2006); the Chinese Popular
Literature Publishing House and Jesuit
Kike Figaredo (2007); and the Indian NGO
Chingari Trust and the Pakistani journalist
Ahmed Rashid (2008).

Casa Asia has promoted a new work line
with Asian communities resident in our
country. For this reason, it has carried out
the first study on the Chinese Community
in Barcelona and Madrid, within the fra-
mework of the new Chinese Strategy, with
the purpose to favour a better understan-
ding between the Chinese and the Spanish
societies. It will be followed by other studies
on the communities of Pakistan, India and
Bangladesh simultaneously in Barcelona,
Madrid and Logrofio.

Since 2005, Casa Asia has offered a new
initiative for its unconditional friends, the
ClubCasaAsia. The goal of the club is to
provide the opportunity of obtaining a
deeper knowledge of Asian culture in all
its manifestations: films, art, literature,
travel, gastronomy, martial arts, etc., all

exclusively for club members.

Since at the end of 2006, the Casa Asia
Centre in Madrid hosts the headquarters
of the first Confucius Institute in Spain. This
institution, which is a Casa Asia and Auto-
nomous University of Madrid initiative,
devoted to promote the Chinese language
and culture, is born in response to the
increasing demand of this language in our
country.

Casa Asia organises an annual call for
applications for the Ruy de Clavijo grant
programme, which awards grants for pro-
jects relating to Asia by Spanish students
and professionals in the fields of culture
and communication. Furthermore, it orga-
nises the Antoni de Montserrat programme,
which provides aid for visits by celebrities
from Asia and the Pacific region.

Casa Asia and “la Caixa” Foundation have
created a programme whereby scholarships
for post-graduate studies in China are
awarded to enable degree holders to study
Master's Degrees in Business Administra-
tion at the CEIBS (China Europe Interna-
tional Business School) in Shanghai and
another one in the Indian School of Busi-
ness (ISB) in Hyderabad.

The website of Casa Asia, carried out in
three languages (www.casaasia.es,
www.casaasia.cat and www.casaasia.eu),
is known as the main content reference
point in Spanish and Catalan on the Asia-
Pacific region and includes, among other
services: databases, more than 6000 links,
700 study centres, 400 grants and scho-
larships, 1200 items about Asia in Spain
and 1000 about Asia in America, newslet-
ters (general and economic), an Asian
cultural agenda, a news channel, a multi-
media zone, blogs, courses, travel, a chil-
dren's section, etc.

“The leitmotiv underlying the creation of Casa Asia is to inform and form

in order to transform, as its ultimate objectve, relations with Asia

V FORUM ASIA
CONMEMORACION DEL 40 ANIVERSARIO DE ASEAN
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and the Pacific”.
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1 Asian Tourism Congress



